“FABRICATIONS - 

 A CELEBRATION OF MADISON’S 150 YEARS – IN CLOTH”

ARTIST’S STATEMENT
I believe that a human essence “lingers” on the clothing that we wear, especially those items that we treasure. When I first began to collect items for this project, people did not respond right away. I feared that nobody would participate. What happened, though, was just the opposite - people took the time to be thoughtful about what they contributed. When Suni and Jordan Caylor presented me with the first item - John Tuschen, the former poet laureates, beloved sweatshirt from the 1982 Madison Art Center reading by Burroughs, Curso and Ginsberg - I realized that there was a level of trust being extended to me that was very deep indeed.  For such treasures and what they represent, I am very grateful. In the end, more than 130 individuals, families and groups contributed items. Many gave multiple items.

I believe that all members of a communities matter. I tried to collect items from the not so famous as well as the famous. The history of our town is the history of the window washers, the waitresses, the educators as well as the politicians and the Olympians. Perhaps I am as excited about the stories that have been shared with me as I am about the items that were contributed for the “Fabrications” - the fabric collages. I am sorry that I am not able to present the stories in their entirety.  Many have been substantially edited. I feel that I know Madison much better and have a deeper regard for my fellow compatriots, because of these stories. I have come to regard many of them as archetypes - those stories of life during the past 150 years that might be the stories of any midwestern town. And, of course, there are those stories that could only have happened here - in Madison.

In addition to the generosity of those who contributed items and shared their stories of life in Madison, is the generosity of those who have helped construct the collages and present the project. Many, many thanks to all of you. In conclusion, I challenge you to discover the small silver gum wrapper surreptitiously sewn into one of the nine collages by two teens who placed the gum wrapper in a way that I would have placed it. I am grateful that they made the project their own, in a manner that only teenagers could. They remind us of much - the need for simultaneous compliance and defiance, the importance of making art from what is at hand, and the eternal impulse to want to leave one’s mark in the face of time that is so fleeting.  

Sharon Kilfoy  

